SUMMARY: The City of Toronto CITY PLANNING COMMISSION (CPC) Process

1.

The City Planning Commission (the “Commission”) shall be responsible for oversight
and implementation of the Toronto Official Plan and conduct of urban planning relating
to the orderly growth, improvement and future development of the city, including
adequate and appropriate resources for the housing, business, industry, transportation,
distribution, recreation, culture, comfort, convenience, health and welfare of its
population, in compliance with all Ontario Provincial Acts and regulations.

2.

The role of the Commission is to ensure full legal compliance by the City of Toronto with
all mandated planning requirements, policies and legislation in the public interest.

3.

The Commission of nine members will be chaired by the qualified Chief Planner of the
City of Toronto, with eight qualified members to be appointed by City Council. The
Commissioners will be selected based on their expertise, including: experience,
knowledge, performance, results, communication ability, connectedness and work with
other experts, and ongoing curiosity and learning about their field of expertise.

4.

Members of the Commission, except for the Chair, will not be considered regular
employees of the City of Toronto. The role served by the members of the Commission
shall be deemed to be both the Commission and the Department of City Planning.

5.

Salaries of the members of the Commission shall be included and paid under the City
of Toronto budget for the Department of City Planning.

6.

City Council will delegate all planning decisions to the Commission, as the independent
and impartial body to oversee and direct City planning matters.

7.

Because City Councillors are not certified as knowledgeable or competent with respect
to planning matters, the delegation of such responsibility to this planning body will avoid
the considerable time spent by Councillors and Councillors’ staff reviewing complex
details of development applications and similar planning matters.

8.

Having delegated planning decisions to the Commission, City Councillors will have no
need to meet with development application Lobbyists, which include Solicitors/Lawyers
and Professional Planners, who often request to meet with Councillors to lobby on
behalf of their development applicant clients.

9.

The Commission will receive written recommendations on planning applications and
other planning matters from the affected Resident Community Board1 and Community
Council.

1

Resident Community Boards are to be created to formalize and legislate public consultation and
democratic input into government decisions. A detailed proposal has been previously submitted to
the Premier of Ontario.
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10.

The Commission will conduct a public meeting for review of development applications
which are certified as complete by the Department of City Planning, and other planning
matters, as necessary. The public meetings will be video-recorded and a written report
documenting the proceedings will be made available to the public within 15 days.

11.

The reports and decisions of the Commission will address all the concerns and points
raised by the Resident Community Board and Community Council.

12.

The decisions of the Commission will be transparent and accountable to the residents
of the City of Toronto, to the City and the Province of Ontario.

13.

The public review by the Commission is not litigation before a tribunal. The Commission
reviews the facts of the application with regard to the applicable law, and may approve,
approve with modifications, or disapprove an application according to requirements for
compliance.

14.

Quorum for the Commission will be not less than five members, and final actions of the
Commission will be made by an affirmative vote of not less than five members.

15.

The decision of the CPC will be final, unless the Community Council requests a review
of the decision by City Council.

16.

Community Council may request a review of a decision for a development application
or other planning matter only when the Resident Community Board1 and Community
Council do not recommend approval “no” (2 no’s), and the CPC decision is “yes” to
approve.

17.

City Council will have the right to overturn any Commission decision with a two-thirds
vote.

18.

The planning process for each development application certified as complete by the
City Planning Department will take a maximum of five months, or 150 days, unless a
review is undertaken by City Council.

19.

If after six months the City Planning Department has not certified a development
application as complete, the applicant may appeal directly to the Commission for
certification.

20.

The members of the Commission shall perform their duties according to the
requirements of the Public Service Act, Province of Ontario.

21. No “lobbying” of members of the Commission by residents, applicants, Council or any
person or party shall be permitted. Any reported transgressions shall be investigated
by the Integrity Commissioner. The professional independence and impartiality of the
members of the Commission is paramount.
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